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community is discharged into a relatively small stream
which serves other places farther down; there is every
chance of serious trouble; but if the watercourse is large
the danger decreases as dilution becomes greater, until
under certain favorable conditions it may become almost
inappreciable, though it never disappears altogether. Most
American cities, large and small, dispose of their sewage in
this way, but many of them pass all or part of it through
a process of screening, settling, or other such treatment
before discharging it into the water. Chicago still empties
some of its effluvia into Lake Michigan, but the greater
part, as already mentioned, it sends by way of the great
drainage canal to the Des Plaines and Illinois rivers, whence
the sewage makes its way to the Mississippi. When this
latter policy was first adopted by Chicago fifteen years ago,
the state of Missouri sought an injunction to restrain the
city from thus polluting the Father of Waters, alleging that
the water supply of St. Louis was being contaminated. The
suit made its way to the Supreme Court of the United
States, which held that pollution of sufficient magnitude,
if proved, would undoubtedly be a proper ground for the
issue of an injunction.1 It ruled, however, that no con-
tamination of a serious nature had been shown, the water
distance between Chicago and St. Louis being three hun-
dred and fifty-seven miles; and it further laid emphasis on
the fact that Missouri "did not seek equity with clean
hands/7 inasmuch as the state was at the very same time
permitting St. Louis and Kansas City to empty their
own sewage directly into the Mississippi to the detri-
ment of New Orleans and other cities farther down the
stream.2

1 The record of this famous ease, with its reports of analyses, opinions
of sanitary experts, etc., occupies about eight thousand printed pages. A
digest of the entire evidence, made by M. 0 Leighton, has been issued by
the United States Geological Survey, Water-supply and Irrigation Paper,
No. 194*

3 Missouri P. Illinois, 180 Z7. 8. 208; s. e. 202 J7. 8. 598.